
 

(Continued on page 3) 



 

At Congregation B’nai Tikvah, we believe that a kind 

and vibrant Jewish community deepens and restores 

our sense of purpose and connection to the world. We 

are dedicated to learning, music-infused prayer, per-

sonal relationships and a commitment to social justice, 

and welcome all who are looking to explore the many 

innovative paths to meaning that Judaism has to offer. 

 

Jennie Chabon, Rabbi Cantor 

Sammy Kanter, Student Rabbi 

Ariel Luckey, Director of Operations 

Keren Smith, Director of Education 

Tina Eisenman, B’nai Mitzvah Coordinator 

Kathy Jacobs, Office Coordinator 

Chanel Benhamou, Bookkeeper 

Raphael W. Asher, Rabbi Emeritus 

Stephen Richards, Cantor Emeritus 

Judith Barrall, President 

David Ratner, Vice President 

Jen Paul, Vice President 

Kim Hecht, Vice President 

Glenn Gould, Secretary 

John Rubenfeld, Treasurer 

Dan Lapporte, Past President 

Julia Babka–Kurzrock 

Rebecca Bauer-Kahan 

Rose Cohen 

Joel Guss 

Kathy Jacobs 

Idelle Lipman 

Jeff Rackmil 

Rayna Ravitz  

Lori Siegel 

Andrea Slavet 

Sam Sorokin 

Tami Welch-Robinson 

Samantha Youngman 

Office Hours:  M - Th  9am - 5pm,  F  9am - 3pm 

office@tikvah.org (925) 933-5397 

www.tikvah.org 

 

 
 
To Terri & Brent Waterman on the birth of  Ella Jane 
Waterman, daughter of Devin & Ariel Waterman, born on 
February 22, 2019  
 

To Carol & Ira Wallis on the birth of Lilah Bea Wallis,  
daughter of Jason & Jane Wallis, born on April 6, 2019 
 

To Susan & Joel Friedman on the birth of  Sophia Grace Gus,  
daughter of Andrea & Brian Gus, born on May 21, 2019 

To our NEWEST 
Grandparents! 

 



 

We Welcome Student Rabbi 
Sammy Kanter 
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Feeling Renewed? 



 

B’nai Tikvah High Holidays 

2019 / 5780 
We are looking forward to ushering in the New Year with you! In this Season of Renewal, we will 

gather together in community, in joy and contemplation, in the glow of autumn light, to reconnect 

to each other and the spirit of these holy days.  
  

   Selichot, Saturday, September 21 
 8:00 pm Dessert and Havdalah 

9:00 pm Selichot Service 

 

Erev Rosh Hashanah, Sunday, September 29 
 7:30 pm Erev Rosh Hashanah Service 

 

Rosh Hashanah, Monday, September 30 
 9:00 am Tot Rosh Hashanah Service* (for children 5 and under) 

 10:00 am Rosh Hashanah Service** 

 10:15 am Junior Congregation Service (for grades K – 5) 

5:00 pm Tashlich (casting of sins) at Heather Farm Park, Walnut Creek 

 

Shabbat Shuvah, Saturday, October 5 
7:00 pm  Shabbat Shuvah Kavanah Yoga Havdalah with David Moreno  

& Rabbi Chabon 

 

Kol Nidre, Tuesday, October 8 
 7:30 pm Kol Nidre Service 

 

Yom Kippur, Wednesday, October 9 
 9:00 am Tot Yom Kippur Service* (best for children 5 and under) 

 10:00 am Yom Kippur Morning Service** 

 10:15 am Junior Congregation Service (for grades K – 5) 

 2:00 pm Teshuvah: Returning to Radical Amazement Discussion with Michael Fischer  

 4:00 pm Yom Kippur Afternoon Service 

 5:30 pm Yizkor Service 

 6:00 pm Neilah Service 

 7:00 pm Break-the-Fast 

Not all services are located at B’nai Tikvah. Please refer to your tickets for exact service locations. 

Tickets are required for all Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services. 

 

*Do you have unaffiliated friends who would like to join us for Tot Services? Have them contact the 

Temple Office for complimentary tickets! 

**Free childcare for preschool aged children available. Please register by September 20th. 

For more information or to purchase guest tickets, please contact the Temple Office: 925-

933-5397 or ariel@tikvah.org. 



 

FEAST will feature a multi-course meal by Chef Aliza Grayevsky Somekh, a local chef who specializes in  

contemporary Israeli cuisine that combines her mother’s recipes with flavors of California, and live music 

and Jewish teachings by renowned singer Rabbi Jennie Chabon. Layering elements of tradition and innova-

tion, food and music, entertainment and education, FEAST will delight your senses and feed your soul.  

This FEAST is a celebration of Sephardic Judaism, a highly diverse and tradition-rich part of the great  

Jewish family tree, with culture and foods that are deeply rooted in the countries where the Jews who were 

expelled from Spain in 1492 found new homes. We invite you to join us for dinner, in an evening that will 

take you on a journey between Sephardic Jewish flavors from Greece, Turkey, Italy and the region of  

Northern Africa. Each delicious dish will tell part of the story of one of the most formative episodes in Jewish 

history. FEAST is sponsored in part by a generous grant from the Contra Costa Jewish Community Center. 

Introducing...  

FEAST  

An Artisanal Shabbat Event  

with Rabbi Jennie Chabon  

& Chef Aliza Grayevsky Somekh 

Friday, August 23rd, 2019, 6pm 

A Delicious Multi-Course Shabbat Meal with 

Drinks, Live Music & Jewish Teaching 

Tickets available at www.tikvah.org. 



 

Nishma—We Will Listen 
 

Shir Joy Shabbat  



 

GENERAL FUND 
In memory of August Gordon 
 Robin & Larry Gordon 
In memory of Mel Tobias 
 Carol & Allan Tobias 
In honor of their New Granddaughter, 
Ella Jane Waterman 
 Terri & Brent Waterman  
In memory of Richard Weismehl 
In memory of Stephen Becker 
 Nancy & Arthur Solomon 
In appreciation of CBT Staff 
 Rayna & Richard Ravitz 
In memory of Robert B Tucker 
 Dale Tucker 
In memory of Irving Assael 
In memory of Marilyn Assael 
 Melissa & Brian Assael 
In memory of Herman Sirota 
In memory of Phyllis Sirota Lutzker 
 Ann & Stuart Lutzker 
In memory of Leon S Milsner 
 Donna & Richard Milsner 
In appreciation of CBT 
 Jerry Samuels 
In memory of Martin Winslow 
 Beverly & Philip Winslow 
In memory of Fred Carter 
 Danita & Jeffrey Daniels 
 Rayna & Richard Ravitz 
In memory of Dorothy Tobias 
 Carol & Allan Tobias 
 
RABBI CHABON’S  
 DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In memory of Evelyn Moulton 
In memory of Louis Dienst 
In honor of Rabbi Chabon 
 Gloria Kemna 
In memory of Isidore Kaplan 
 Iris Kaplan 
In memory of Robert Blum 
 Judy & Walter Blum 
In honor of Rabbi Chabon 
 Mary Ann & Harry Wittenberg 
In appreciation of Marty & Bonnie Potter 
 Mary Ann & Harry Wittenberg 
In memory of Brett Wilk 
 Jill & Kevin Wilk 
In memory of Nicole Bristow 
 Gloria Kemna 
 
EMERITUS RABBI ASHER’S 
 DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In memory of Fred Carter 
 Danita  & Jeffrey Daniels 

In memory of Ruth Heller 
 Keren Heller 
 
CANTOR’S MUSIC FUND 
In honor of Rabbi Chabon’s Ordination 
 Robin & Larry Gordon 
In honor of Rabbi Chabon’s Ordination 
 Susan & John Rubenfeld 
In memory of Stephen Becker 
In memory of Larry Berger 
 Terri & Brent Waterman 
In memory of Irving Fogel 
 Yonina & Barry Bushell 
 
MORDOH/NADJARI HOLOCAUST FUND  
In memory of Luna Nadjari 
 Zaffy Welch 
 
JAMES COHEN SCHOLARSHIP  FUND  
In appreciation of CBT 
 Anonymous 
 
STEPHEN JASPAN RELIGIOUS SCHOOL  
 FUND  
In memory of Stephen Slavet 
 Andrea & Benjamin Slavet 
 
RODEF SHALOM SECURITY FUND   
In memory of Rene Molho 
 Zaffy Welch 
 
SOCIAL ACTION FUND 
In memory of Richard Weismehl 
 Claire Bernardo & David Ratner 
In memory of Dr. Milton Eisenberg 
 Diane & Victor Leventhal 
In memory of Abraham Leventhal 
 Diane & Victor Leventhal 
In memory of Florence Reif 
 Carol Reif & Jeffrey Gilman 
In memory of Mel Weinstein 
 Claire Bernardo & David Ratner 
 Arlene & John Russo & Family 
 Neal Hoffman  & Andy Ingall 
 Robin & Larry Gordon 
 Carol & Edward Kravitz 
 Judith & Leonard Tabak 
 Rayna & Richard Ravitz 
 
HELP THE MORTGAGE FUND 
In congratulations on the birth of Susan & 
Joel Friedman’s granddaughter 
 Barbara & Bill Almy 
In memory of David Wittenberg 
 Mary Ann & Harry Wittenberg 
 

LIBRARY FUND 
In memory of Stephen Becker 
 Judith & Scott Barrall 
 Kathy Jacobs 
 Amy & Jonathan Schiffman 
 

We remember and celebrate the 
life of our member Mel Weinstein, 
who passed away on July 10, 
2019.  

Zichrono Livracha.  
May his memory abide with 

his family as a perpetual blessing, 
and may our synagogue 

community bring comfort to his 
family and all who mourn his 

passing.  
 

The following members of the Social 
Action Committee have made a 
donation in honor of Joan and Mel 
Weinstein and their devotion to 
social justice: 
 
Alison Negrin & Kevin Barnett, David 
Ratner & Claire Bernardo, Jana & 
Leonard Dorin, Judy Gordon, Lisa & 
Howard Wenger, Cookie Svingos, 
Michael Fischer, Judy Gordon, Karen 
Sibony & Jason Pollack, Tina 
Guterman & Doug Polcin, Diane & 
Victor Leventhal, Bob & Nessa Wilk, 
Lorraine Rose-Lerman & Brad Rose 
   



 

If you would like to remember CBT with a gift in your will, trust, life insurance, or retirement account, or in some other 
convenient way, please contact Judy Blum at jblum925@gmail.com or Idelle Lipman at idelle.lipman@gmail.com. 

TIKVAH SOFTBALL 

After capturing the 2018 title, the CBT 
softball team fell just short of holding it 
another year, losing the championship 
game of the 2019 Diablo Valley 
Tzedakah Kiddish Cup Tournament 
played July 28 at Heather Farms Park in 
Walnut Creek. The league, which has 
been playing on Sundays for 37 years, 
is comprised of various synagogues and 
Jewish organizations throughout the 
East Bay. The season runs from March 
through July. CBT defeated Temple 
Beth Abraham in the first round of the 
playoffs and had wins against Temple 
Isaiah, Temple Sinai, and Temple Beth 
Abraham during the regular season to 
qualify for the playoffs. Members with 
previous competitive softball experience 
who may be interested in playing next 
season should contact the CBT office at  
office@tikvah.org. 



 

Interested in joining 
a Havurah?!  

A Havurah is a group of like-
minded people and families 

to socialize and share  
holidays with. CBT is  

relaunching our Havurah 
program!  

To learn more, check out

www.tikvah.org/engage/
havurah 

 
A beautiful way to acknowledge a 
special person, event or memory  

and contribute to your synagogue at 
the same time.  

$360 for members 
$540 for the public  

Contact office@tikvah.org. 



 

Looking for a good Looking for a good 
book?book?  

Visit the newly organized Visit the newly organized CBT library CBT library 
AND search the collection AND search the collection ONLINE!    ONLINE!    
A link is on the CBT Website “Learn” A link is on the CBT Website “Learn” 

tab:tab:  
https://tikvah.org/learn/ https://tikvah.org/learn/   

Scroll to the bottom of the pageScroll to the bottom of the page  

It's now easier than ever to support B'nai Tikvah!  

We've updated our CBT Amazon Smile account so we're 

easy to find and ready to go. Start your Amazon shopping 

at smile.amazon.com and once you register B'nai Tikvah as 

your charity we will receive a donation of 0.5% of your total 

eligible purchases directly from Amazon.  

Search Congregation B'nai Tikvah  

of Walnut Creek to find us. 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date for the  

2019 Restaurant Walk 

Tuesday, September 24th, 6pm!  

Come play Mahjong at CBT!  

On the 2nd & 4th 

Wednesdays  

at 7pm.  

On the 4th Thursdays 

at 1-3:30pm. 

 
 

 

 

Save the Date  

5780 High Holidays  

Rosh Hashanah Sept 29-30 

Yom Kippur Oct 8-9 

    More information on page 16. 



 

Shir Joy Shabbat at CBT on Friday, June 21, 2019 celebrating  

Rabbi Gutterman and hosting Mifgash. 



 

In early July I had the amazing experience of studying 

Torah and Talmud for 5 days at Pardes (an English-

language Bet Sefer or House of Study) in Jerusalem.  

There was so much deep learning each day that I feel I 

have a year’s worth to share. By far one of my favorite 

lessons was about “shalom.” Commonly shalom 

translates to mean peace, hello and goodbye. The 

word shalom comes from the root - shin-lamed-mem, 

which become shlaymut or “wholeness.” The educator, 

Tovah Leah, went on to explain it as a “symphony of 

difference.” I loved this idea of music being related to 

shalom. To achieve peace or wholeness, we have to 

include many voices into our symphony. How many 

times have I walked into a classroom of new students 

- each with their own ideas, ways of learning, 

histories, families, beliefs and more - with the goal of 

creating a unified classroom? How to do this? This 

idea of a “symphony of difference” really helps me 

conceptualize a way to bring unity into my teaching 

environments. If we have a shared goal or shared 

learning - each person is contributing their instrument, 

their voice into our classroom. With this vision in mind, 

we can create a classroom of wholeness, of shlaymut. 

In June we held our Mifgash - our first ever 8-day 

adventure interweaving 28 Israeli teens with 43 

American teens from our Contra Costa community, on 

daily bus rides around the Bay Area. We visited so 

many amazing spots - San Francisco, the Redwoods in 

the Santa Cruz Mountains, 6 Flags, Berkeley, Stanford 

and more. But what was truly amazing was watching 

these two different groups of people blend to build 

friendships, teach each other and become a true 

shared people. We were graced by the most amazing 

families hosting our Israeli visitors, by an amazing 

staff, and with beautiful weather. I will always 

remember our American boys teaching the Israelis how 

to play “American football” on Baker Beach, with the 

Golden Gate Bridge in the background; making 

s’mores around a campfire under a Redwood forest 

canopy, and enjoying the thrill of the rides at 6 Flags.  

We’re aiming to continue the project next year!   

Read more about the adventure in the J at: https://

www.jweekly.com/2019/06/26/israeli-and-u-s-teens-

connect-during-bay-area-encounter/ 

If our Mifgash program wasn’t enough Israel, CCM is 

hiring a “Shinshin” intern. This is a Hebrew acronym for 

“shnat sherut” or “year of service.” Our intern, Noa will 

be joining us in August for the whole year to help all 

of us learn more about Israel. We need your help! 

Please let us know if you can host Noa for 2-4 months 

next year.   

Stay tuned for these upcoming opportunities: 

➢    Enjoy Jewish Heritage Night with the A’s on 

Wednesday, August 21st.   

➢    Our Opening Night for the Fall is September 4th - 

mark your calendar now! 

Registration for 2019-20 at Midrasha is now OPEN!  

Sign up using the “ENROLL” button at 

www.ccmidrasha.com!  

For more information about any of our programs or to 

rsvp for an upcoming program, visit us at: 

www.ccmidrasha.com or drop me a line at 925/944-

4701 or my NEW e-mail address - 

devra.aarons@ccmidrasha.com.  
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Do you have friends with elementary-aged children  

who might like to join a kind, caring, dynamic  

Jewish community? 

We are thrilled to offer a Free Year of Membership for New 

Religious School families!  

For more information, contact Ariel at ariel@tikvah.org. 

Join us for the 2019 / 5780 High Holidays  

Selichot Saturday, September 21th  

Erev Rosh Hashanah Sunday, September 29th 

Rosh Hashanah Monday, September 30th 

Shabbat Shuvah Kavanah Yoga Havdalah Saturday, October 5th 

Kol Nidre Tuesday, October 8th 

Yom Kippur Wednesday, October 9th 

For a more complete schedule, see page 5. For more information or guest tickets, please contact us at  

925-933-5397 or ariel@tikvah.org. Free childcare for preschool aged children available.  


